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JOYS and PRAYER CONCERNS

Highland Christian Church Bella Vista, AR. 1500 Forest Hills Blvd, Hwy 279. 479-855-2780.
Rev. Paul Seal, Pastor. “Thank You, Barbara Jones Day — August 2"

Our church is hosting a special day of celebration on August 2™ for Rev. Barbara Jones,
Executive Regional Minister of the Great River Region, CCDOC. Barbara’s last day with the
GRRCC is July 31%, and she will be moving to Kansas City to be with her ailing parents.

Our Church Board has declared August 2" as the day to say “Thank You” to Barbara for
helping Highland become a reality. She made it possible for the construction of our original
building. PLEASE JOIN US on August 2" as we celebrate ‘Barbara Jones Day’ at Highland.

Please keep Rev. Riceol Williams (Cephas Chapel Christian in Wrightsville) and family in your
prayers concerning the recent death of Rev. Williams' sister, Patricia Smith. We surround the
Williams family with our sincere prayers.

2015 General Assembly Christian
Church Disciples of Christ runs from
July 18 - July 22" in Columbus, Ohio.

Please keep our brother and sister Disciples
in your prayers as they travel and conduct
the business of the general church body.
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NEWS and EVENTS

Disciples Women RETREATS It’s time to register for RETREAT!

Disciples Women — We are On the Move!!!

August 21-23 AR Retreat at Subiaco
in Subiaco, AR
(Keynote Speaker, Pat Bonner)
September 18-20 MS Retreat at Eagle Ridge
in Raymond, MS
October 9-11 LA Retreat at the Wesley Center
in Woodworth, LA

REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE:
www.grrdisciples.org under the ‘Disciples Women’ page.

SALE SALE SALE...Barb Jones is having an ESTATE SALE on
August 21st, 22nd & 23",

Come on by and support the move.

Address is 4608 N. Vine Street, North Little Rock, 72116.

P.A.T.H. (Partners Against Trafficking Humans) Fund Raising Event
BRRENE AR EECNER ENRENA SERERRNRN July 10 - July 11

= ' D DA\ It's true. Each year, more children and
women are sold into human trafficking at
the Super Bowl than any other place or
time. But you have the opportunity to
help the victims by shopping at a benefit
for them.

Come join the fun, shop the great bargains
and eat some of the famous Holy Smokes

Beautiful furniture, appliances, household goods, exercise equipment, game tables, clothes,
accessories, shoes, clothes and shoes, clothes and shoes... did we say clothes and shoes?!!!!
Big ticket items and many are brand new! And so MUCH more...
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All proceeds go directly to providing services to survivors of sex-trafficking in Arkansas. To
talk with a PATH representative email info@pathsaves.org or call 501-993-1641.
The address of the sale is 1300 N. Shackleford Rd. 7am to 2pm.

Mt. Sinai Christian Church, N. Little Rock, AR. 522 N. Hickory St. 501-374-5665. Rev. LeRoy
Bryant, Pastor. Youth Ministry Coordinator Position sought. STATUS: Intern (Non-Paid)
HOURS: Sunday school and worship, Wednesday Bible Study and as necessary to accomplish
ministry goals. Qualifications:

1. Must love and meet youth where they are.
Encourage youth in developing their relationship to God.
Provide youth with opportunities for nurture and growth.
Challenge youth to respond to God's call to serve in their communities and world.
Must embrace Christian discipline and theology.
Must have vision and the ability to plan, develop, coordinate, manage and implement
a youth ministry.

7. Must have excellent written and verbal communication skills, conflict management

skills, and computer skills.

Please contact Sara Pollard for full description and all inquiries srudolphpollard@yahoo.com.

ouhkwnN

Register Online Today! »

http://ga.disciples.org/registration/
http://ga.disciples.org/schedule/
http://ga.disciples.org/schedule/notable-speakers/
http://ga.disciples.org/youth/youth-schedule/
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2015 Clergy Fall Retreat

September 21-23, 2015
Subiaco Abby, Subiaco AR

Keynote Speaker: Rev. Dr. Robert Lee Hill
Community Christian Church, Kansas City, Mo

Items needed for Pacific Islands Christian Church, Rogers, AR. 479-306-8344.

Our newest congregation, being nested at First Christian Church in Rogers, AR, needs the
following equipment. Please contact Pastor Sealast Relech, (srelech@yahoo.com) if you are
able to help, and let barb@grrdisciples.org know as well!

1: KEYBOARD - PSR 950 (YAMAHA BRAND)

2: BEHRINGER EUROPOWER PMP4000 POWERED MIXER -16 CHANNELS, 1600 WATTS WITH
MULTI-FX PROCESSOR AND FBQ FEEDBACK DETECTION SYSTEM

3: 2 SPEAKERS (PEAVEY PV-115 SPEAKERS)

4: SPEAKER CABLES ( 2 PYLE PPJJ-30 1/4 INCH (30FT)

5: MICROPHONE ( BEHRINGER ULTRA VOICE XM1800S DYNAMIC CARDIO ID VOCAL
MICROPHONE) 3 MICROPHONES WITH MIC CABLES CBI MLC20 LOW Z XLR MICROPHONE
CABLES 20FOOT

6: PROJECTOR

Thanks for your help!

Disciples Summer Mission Trip to Nashville, TN

Youth and Leaders from First Christian Little Rock
Attended DSM last week in Nashville.

Congregations in Pastoral Search and Call:
FCC Stuttgart, AR: part/full time pastor
FCC Blytheville, AR: assoc. pastor with potential to become senior pastor
FCC McComb, MS: full time interim / pastor
FCC Hammond, LA
Pulaski Heights CC, Little Rock, AR
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Please send all inquiries to barb@grrdisciples.org who will forward them to the committee.

From Regional Minister Barbara Jones: Barb@grrdisciples.org

| am writing to you from the Mississippi Christian Missionary Convention in Indianola, MS. We’ve had
an excellent day with April Johnson, Minister of Reconciliation for the CCDOC on Wednesday, worship
this morning with great singing and preaching by host pastor Roosevelt Howard, an excellent
afternoon presentation to everyone by Rev. Aaron Smith from the Pension Fund of the CCDOC
describing all of the options available to church employees, and an exciting evening worship tonight
with President Lester Brooks bringing home the theme of “We’ve Come This Far By Faith”. | had an
opportunity share some words of farewell, read Philippians 1: 4-16, and laid hands on everyone
through a close knit grouping with pastors close in, followed by elders and deacons, trustees, ushers,
members of congregations, all touching someone and | prayed a blessing for their ongoing ministry.

After tomorrow’s minister’s meeting I'll leave and head toward Northern Arkansas to officiate a
wedding; home Sunday. Jennifer, who has cared for my pets and home allowing me to be on the road
as this ministry requires, moves to her new apartment on Tuesday and things move quickly to my last
two weeks. HOW CAN THAT BE????

I'll be preaching at Park Hill Christian Church on the 19%, installing DeBo’rah Drayton-Ward at First
Christian Church Gulfport, MS on Saturday July 25 so that all can welcome her to ministry in the
region, and that week the movers come.

Aug 2", I'll worship with Highland Christian Church in Bella Vista, AR and head on “home” to Kansas
City. Whew.

Much love,
Barb

NEW TESTAMENT VIDEO SERIES AVAILABLE

Pinnacle Outreach Ministry is honored and pleased to share six videos featuring Dr. M.
Eugene Boring. These videos are from the Great River Regional Assembly held last November
in central Arkansas.

The first four videos with Dr. Boring are from a Pre-Assembly Seminar based on his latest
book, An Introduction to the New Testament. The seminar's purpose was to help clergy and
lay leaders become better equipped at interpreting the New Testament.

The fifth video is from Dr. Boring's presentation to the Regional Assembly on the topic
"Reading the Bible as a Disciple."

The sixth video is from a workshop Dr. Boring led during the Regional Assembly. The topic
is "The Role of Bible Study in the Church" using the Gospel of Mark as an example.

All six of the videos can be watched through the following
link: https://vimeo.com/user37364414

Dr. Boring is the I. Wylie Briscoe Professor Emeritus of New Testament at Brite Divinity
School, Texas Christian University. He is the author of numerous books on the New
Testament including Mark from the New Testament Library series, Revelation from the best
selling Interpretation series, and The People's New Testament Commentary which he co-
authored with Dr. Fred B. Craddock.

Pinnacle Outreach Ministry is an extension of Pinnacle Structures, Inc. of Cabot, Arkansas,
and the Great River Region. Our mission statement is "Helping Equip the Faithful for the
Work of Christ."
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Rev. Miles Cook. Director, Pinnacle Outreach Ministry, milescook@outlook.com,
501-743-0068

REGIONAL ELDERS
Below is a list of our current Regional Elders.

Rev. Glen Schory: Metairie, LA Rev. Sherry Horton: Tupelo, MS

Rev. Randy Jay: Ft. Smith, AR Rev. Russell Myers: Jackson, MS

Rev. Frank Johnson: Baton Rouge, LA Rev. Patricia Parker: Itta Bena, MS

Rev. Susan Miller: Hot Springs, AR Rev. Ann Pickett-Parker: Moss Point, MS
Rev. Ryan Pfeiffer: Fayetteville, AR Rev. Alison Robuck: N. Little Rock, AR
Rev. Graham Riggs: Shreveport, LA Rev. Miles Cook: Sherwood, AR

In Christ's service,
Miles Cook, Regional Elders Coordinator, milescook@outlook.com.

From Alisha Pettigrew Gourley, Youth Coordinator: youth@grrdisciples.org:

2015 SUMMER YOUTH JYF CAMP

- CRE MY,

Support Your Regional Annual Fund Drive
donations can be sent to:
Great River Region
9302 Geyer Springs Rd
Little Rock, AR 72209

M|33|SS|pp|R|ver



mailto:milescook@outlook.com
mailto:milescook@outlook.com
mailto:youth@grrdisciples.org

The Center for Faith and Giving and the Office of Stewardship and Philanthropy of the
United Church of Christ are pleased to announce a partnership effort in generosity -
"Stepping Into Stewardship" featuring J. Clif Christopher in Orlando, March 30 - April 1, 2016.
Save the dates. centerforfaithandgiving.org

f:l-.:\ 700 Prospect Ave, 5th Floor
‘ INSURANCE BOARD Cleveland OH, 44115

Partners in Protection  Www.InsuranceBoard.org
UCC + Disciples + Presbyterion

As a reminder the following services are available to all churches and related ministries in the
denominations we serve and include:

e SafeConduct™ Workbench-Abuse Prevention ministry offered by the Insurance Board
focusing on conduct in support of children and preserving sacred space. Additionally, offers
fundamentals applicable to broader concerns including ethical relationships, sexual
harassment, protection of vulnerable adults, bullying and tolerance around race, religion and
sexual orientation.

e Policy Template-A complete abuse prevention policy template is provided. This Word
document template will save you many, many hours of debate and drafting. It includes
guidance and essential content missing from many policies.

e Online Self-Assessment Tool-Interactive, private space to evaluate your abuse prevention
policies and plan for improvements.

e Free Online Abuse Prevention Training-This service is offered through our partnership with
Praesidium, a national leader in abuse risk management using their Armatus program.

e Discounted Background Screening Services-This service is also offered through Praesidium
and the Insurance Board further subsidizes discounted rates for participants of our package
program.

e Webinars-Interactive for those attending the live webinar, current schedule includes subject
matter relating to Adult/Child Interaction; Convicted Sex Offenders as Congregants; Financial
Controls; Property Valuation and Facebook. A library of previously recorded webinars is also
available for viewing at any time.

e The Steward-Quarterly newsletter offered by the Insurance Board

e Loss Control Manuals-Five volume manual set authored by focusing on People, Safety and
Liability; Church Property; Transportation; Youth Activity and Church Management.

e Your Church: Employer and Small Business-Provides the basic guidance regarding your
church’s obligations as an employer and business. It includes information about employment
and governance along with valuable links to resources on taxes and labor law. Many
additional resources, such as an Employee Handbook Template are available as well.

Insurance Board Turns 30! Call to Celebrate
Services for Insurance Board Churches from Praesidium

Jennifer R. Perri CIC, CISR, Director - Member Services
Phone: 216.736.3273, Toll Free: 800.437.8830 ext. 3273 or 877.597.8247
Fax: 216.736.3239, Cell: 216.509.3339, jperri@insuranceboard.org, CA Agent License 0G99798
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Theological Institutions. Seven Disciples theological institutions
educate ministers for thousands of Disciples congregations as well as
for other denominations. Located in large metropolitan areas, these
schools serve as theological, spiritual, and intellectual centers.

e Brite Divinity School

e Christian Theological Seminary

e Disciples Divinity House of the University of Chicago
e Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt University

e Disciples Seminary Foundation

e Lexington Theological Seminary

e Phillips Theological Seminary

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) contains many ministries that work in covenant
to resource congregations for mission and ministry.
Please use the links below to explore their web sites.

Center for Faith & Giving

Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries
Christian Board of Publication

Christian Church Foundation

Council on Christian Unity

Disciples Church Extension Fund

Disciples of Christ Historical Society
Disciples Home Missions

Disciples Men

Disciples Women

Division of Overseas Ministries/Global Ministries
Family and Children

Higher Education and Leadership Ministries
HOPE Partnership for Missional Transformation
National Benevolent Association

National Convocation

New Church Ministry

North American Pacific/Asian Disciples
Pension Fund

Reconciliation Ministry

Week of Compassion

Year Book and Directory

Young Adults
Youth
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The HELM (Higher Education & Leadership Ministries) dinner will feature a panel discussion on
The Status of Women in Higher Education and Leadership by four of the women currently
leading Disciples higher education institutions.

Kristine A. Culp, Dean of Disciples Divinity House at the University of Chicago
Charisse L. Gillett, President of Lexington Theological Seminary

Kelly Thompson, President of Culver-Stockton College

Lori E. Varlotta, President of Hiram College

It will be held Monday, July 20, 2015 at 5:15pm at the Hyatt Regency Columbus—Union A&B.
Tickets are $18 and can be reserved through the normal GA online meal registration process:
ga.disciples.org/meals-and-events

Blessings, Chris Dorsey, President. 314.566.1440. president@helmdisciples.org

Week of Compassion, the relief, refugee, and development ministry fund of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), is seeking an Associate Director to help advance its mission “to be
the channel for the resources for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in providing ready
and compassionate response” to an array of worldwide humanitarian needs. For the past seven
decades, Week of Compassion has been changing lives through our humanitarian aid and
compassionate care for people around the globe. We are seeking a dynamic, action-oriented
team player with a global perspective who can think strategically about advancing our mission
in a rapidly changing landscape and engaging diverse communities in our work. As part of the
team at Week of Compassion, the Associate Director will be involved in a unique partnership
that includes developing new ideas and approaches to fundraising and programs as well as
hands-on implementation of projects with other ministries and ecumenical organizations.

Applications will be received through July 31, 2015 and should include a letter of intent,
resume, and at least three letters of reference. Please send applications to Rev. Dr. Todd
Adams, Associate General Minister and Vice President, at tadams@disciples.org.

Questions regarding this position may be directed to Rev. Susan Gonzales Dewey, chair of the
search committee, at sgdewey@disiplespswr.org.

Pension Fund of the Christian Church
Dear Clergy,

Jim Hamlett, President of the Pension Fund, is collecting information on the amount of debt
that clergy are carrying as part of a study to know how best to serve our colleagues. He has

asked that we send this link to you and encourage you to participate if you have not already:

The link is as follows: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VD6ZDBK

Pension Fund of the Christian Church seeks Senior Vice-President/President Elect

The Board of Directors of the Pension Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Inc. is
seeking candidates and candidate recommendations for the position of Senior Vice-
President/President Elect. This position has been created to serve a transitional role in
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conjunction with the retirement of the current president, following which the President Elect
will become the President of the Pension Fund.

The Pension Fund is a general ministry of the Christian Church (DOC) in the U. S. and Canada,
providing retirement and health programs for ministers and lay employees of the Disciples of
Christ and Stone-Campbell heritage congregations, ministries, colleges, seminaries and related
organizations. The Pension Fund assists its members in achieving and maintaining health and
financial security.

Interested candidates may forward a letter of interest and resume to Fraser Keating Associates
as noted below. Candidate recommendations are also welcome.

A complete position specification is available on the Pension Fund’s website,
www.pensionfund.org or through Fraser Keating Associates, LLC.

Anne F. Keating, 917-207-1587, akeating@fraserkeating.com

Patricia Nevins, 203-894-1699, pnevins@fraserkeating.com

230 Park Street — Suite 1000, New York, NY 10169, Telephone: 212-551-3545

NOTE: Great River Region Churches, be sure to email your News, Conventions,
Church Anniversary, or Special Events to: tina@grrdisciples.org. Thank you.
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