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CURRENTS REFLECTION
I got up very early on September 19, 2015 and drove down to
the Mississippi Disciples Women’s Retreat in Raymond, MS. Wendy
gave me directions (to go straight down 65 South to 20 East), that I
either forgot about when I saw my GPS leading me in a different
direction, or was just too sleepy to remember. I ended up going
through the back roads, on one lane high ways, through speed traps,
twists and turns, through Tumo and Grady, AR, down 1 South and eventually made it on to I20 East from 61 South. Needless to say, I was somewhat weary when I arrived at the Eagle
Ridge Conference Center. However, along about 3:00pm, I sneaked out of the retreat and
took a seat by the beautiful scenery that you see in the picture. After staying there for about
an hour, I went back to my room for a power nap. When the air conditioner breezed across
my warm forehead, I said to myself, “This right here was worth the whole trip.” Every twist
and turn was worth what I was feeling at that very moment.
I was in the company and fellowship of beautiful women, received a couple of Aha
moments, retreated (pulled away), and slowed down long enough to take in the beauty of
God’s Creation – and it was worth it!
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana, although there may be easier paths to get us
where we need to be as one “Great River Region,” God allows us to go through twists and
turns, through back roads and awkward streets in life to teach us, to humble us, and give us
perseverance. When we reach our destination, my prayer is that we will say with confidence,
“It was worth it.”
What difficult paths you taken, that you can now look back on and say, “It Was Worth It?”
Glory to God GRR! Have a wonderful week!!!

NOTE: All Churches in the Great River Region please send your Congregational Profiles to
the Regional Office, 9302 Geyer Springs Rd, Little Rock, AR 72209 or tina@grrdisciples.org.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REFLECTIONS
A number of ministers and lay
persons from the Great River Region
were able to attend the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) which
was held July 18-22 in Columbus, Ohio. In order for everyone to benefit from the General
Assembly, we are inviting all who attended to write of your experience, highlighting
information that you believe would be helpful to share with the ministers and lay persons of
our region. If you attended the General Assembly and would be willing to write such a
reflection, please email to Tina Jones at tina@grrdisciples.org
These "reflections" will be emailed to each of you and will also be posted on Facebook at
GRR SOAR. Look for the first one to be coming soon. We thank Rev. Ashley Sherard,
Jerusalem Christian Church in Lafayette, LA, for setting up and making posts/pictures on this
page connecting the Great River Region to the General Assembly.

JOYS and PRAYER CONCERNS
JOYS
Congratulations to Vince Endris! He has been called to Pastor First Christian Lake Charles, LA.
PRAYER CONCERNS
Rev. Barbara Driscoll, Broadmoor CC, Shreveport, LA. Had back surgery.
Rev. Joe Jorgensen, First Christian Church Benton, AR, concerning his wife, Nancy. Will need
to have back surgery for tumor on spinal cord.
Rev. Donald Warren, Mount Beaulah Christian Church, Pine Bluff, AR. Having procedure on
shoulder.
Rev. Robert Brown, Mt. Beulah CC, Pine Bluff, AR and Mrs. Dot Brown. Rev. Brown was
discharged yesterday from St. Vincent due to pneumonia. Mrs. Brown has had deaths of two
members of her family in recent weeks.
Rev. Leroy Bryant and Mrs. Mary Bryant, Mt Sinai CC, N Little Rock, AR. Both were
hospitalized in late August/early September.
Merle Phillips, father of Rev. Alison Robuck, ongoing health issues in Oklahoma.

Zella Drinkwater, granddaughter of Rev. Donna Rountree, recovering from two broken bones
in her forearm.
Dotty Colvert, mother-in-law of Rev. Steven Sherrill, Park Hill CC, recovering at home from
recent hip replacement.
Rev. Sara Rudolph-Pollard, Mt. Sinai CC requests prayers for strength as she moves through
school, work, a part-time job and ministry.
Rev. Patricia Parker, Minister of East Percy Street Christian Church in Greenwood, MS.

NEWS and EVENTS

Disciples Women Louisiana Retreat – October 911th
We Are On the Move!!!
Getting out of Our Comfort Zone…
In Search of God’s Will
Joshua 1:9 & 1 Timothy 1:6-7

Keynoter Rev. Ashley Sherard, Jerusalem CC, Lafayette, LA
To be held at the Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA
If you would like a “Retreat Shirt”, please be sure to let us know what kind
(short sleeve or long sleeve) and size of t-shirt. Email your
preference to wendy@grrdisciples.org & she will invoice
you.
Sales of these shirts will go the Disciples Women Activity
Fund. Cost is $15 for t-shirts and $20 for long sleeve
shirts. Shirts will say:
Front: GRR DW Retreat 2015
Back: Life Begins at the End of Your Comfort Zone

Another Service Idea for GRR Disciples Women
Medicine Bottles for Malawi - For your local DW group and/or congregation!

Landfills Do Not Need Medicine Bottles!
Anyone on prescription medicines finds themselves a bit uncomfortable when throwing away
so many empty medicine bottles. It is obvious our landfills do not need these plastic
containers! There is enough trash going into the landfills already.
Medicine Wrapped in Paper
While first world nations throw away perfectly good medicine bottles, medical pharmacies
and hospital facilities in Malawi often find themselves with nothing except torn pieces of
paper in which to wrap medicine for their patients. This is often seen in rural hospitals and
villages where the poorest of the nation try to live and survive. You can help to change this.
Please Remove the Labels
Save up a group of your containers when you have completed that portion of your
prescription. Place them in boiling water until you are able to easily remove the labels, and
the glue. Then box or bag them and send them to the Malawi Project for shipment to Malawi.
(You can also send old pain reliever bottles that have been cleaned in the same way).
Safe and Out of Reach of Children
It will help families in a third world country keep their
medicines clean, out of reach of small children, and safe while
they are being used.
Malawi Project Inc
3314 Van Tassel Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46240
First Christian Church Hot Springs, AR. 1806 Central Ave. 501-623-3389.
fcchs@hotsprings.net
Warm Greetings!
We are writing to extend an invitation to you to join us for Pastors Appreciation Day on
Sunday, October 18, 2015 as we extend our thanks and appreciation to Pastor Donald Naftz
for his ministry here at First Christian Church.
We believe the Bible is clear in encouraging us to show our love and appreciation to Pastor
Don as he continues to labor for the Lord so faithfully in the church. The Bible tells us in
Ephesians 4:11-12, “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ.”
Pastor Don’s work here with us makes it clear that God has truly blessed us, and wants to be
sure to express our appreciation publicly.
We will be receiving a special love offering for Pastor Don, and if you would like to add to this
offering, please simply designate this on your giving envelope. We will then be presenting
him with the love offering on Sunday, October 18. In the meantime, if you wish to do
something else for him, please don’t hesitate to do so…..invite him to lunch, send him a card,
let him know you are praying for him as he leads our church, just call him and say thank you.
We want to assure Pastor Don of our desire to work with him in the building of the church

ministry. The following short story illustrates the value of working together: Two men were
riding a bicycle built for two when they came to a steep hill. It took a great deal of struggle for
the men to complete what proved to be a very stiff climb. When they got to the top, the man
in front turned to the other and said: “Boy, that sure was a hard climb.” The fellow in back
replied, “Yes, and if I hadn’t kept the brakes on all the way, we certainly would have rolled
down backwards.”
We hope to see you on the 18th for this special day!

2 POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
First Christian Church Disciples of Christ in Little Rock, Arkansas, is searching for a paid part
time Contemporary Worship Leader for our contemporary worship service. This position is
and will combine with duties related to that ministry area. This person needs to have a
strong faith in Jesus Christ and a passion for leading people in contemporary worship. A
background in contemporary praise and worship music is essential. The ability to play an
instrument (keyboard or guitar preferred) and put together arrangements to fit both vocalists
and instrumentalists is vital. Knowledge of presentation software, Power Church and Power
Point, is required. FCC has a well-established volunteer musicians and singers who make up
the praise team. Send resume to 1500 N. Mississippi Street, Little Rock, AR 72207; or contact
Rev. Leon Gray, phone 501-225-5656.
First Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, in Little Rock, Arkansas has an immediate opening
for a paid part time Director of Music Ministries who is responsible for Traditional Worship
Services weekly, a hand bell choir and an ensemble. This person needs to have a strong faith
in Jesus Christ and a passion for leading people in traditional worship. All serious inquiries are
welcomed. Send resume to 1500 N. Mississippi Street, Little Rock, AR 72207; or contact Rev.
Leon Gray, phone 501-225-5656.

Pacific Islands Christian Church, Rogers, AR. 479-306-8344.
Our newest congregation, being nested at First Christian Church in Rogers, AR, need
equipment! Items include: Microphones, Keyboard, Cables, Speakers, Mixer, and
Projector. Please contact Pastor Sealast Relech, srelech@yahoo.com or Miles Cook,
milescook@outlook.com, if you are able to help.

YOUTH NEWS
(Alisha Gourley, Youth Coordinator, youth@grrdisciples.org)

Fall Fandango October 9-11, 2015
Camp Couchdale in Hot Springs, AR
Snoasis dates are February 26-28, 2016

CONGREGATIONS IN TRANSITION
Congregations in Pastoral Search and Call:
FCC Stuttgart, AR: part/full time pastor
FCC Blytheville, AR: assoc. pastor with potential to become senior pastor
FCC McComb, MS: full time interim / pastor
FCC Hammond, LA
Pulaski Heights CC, Little Rock, AR
FCC Mountain Home, AR
FCC Conway, AR
Park Hill CC, North Little Rock, AR
Please send all inquiries to drnburton@grrdisciples.org who will forward them to the
committee.

PINNACLE OUTREACH MINISTRY
One of the goals of Pinnacle Outreach Ministry is to do something annually to help
the ministers of the Great River Region who are actively serving in ministry. Last year we
were privileged to provide our ministers a copy of Dr. M. Eugene Boring's book, An
Introduction to the New Testament: History, Literature, Theology. We were also able to
sponsor Dr. Boring's visit in conjunction with our Regional Assembly which took place
November 7-9 in central Arkansas. To view Dr. Boring's pre-assembly seminar as well as his
presentations during the Regional Assembly, you may access the following link, and please
share this with others: https://vimeo/user37364414
This year we are providing our active serving ministers a copy of The People's New
Testament Commentary by Dr. M. Eugene Boring and Dr. Fred B. Craddock. If you are a
minister and have not already received a copy of this commentary, please contact me at
milescook@outlook.com.
Yours in Christ's service,
Miles Cook, Director, Pinnacle Outreach Ministry

REGIONAL ELDERS
Rev. Glen Schory: Metairie, LA
Rev. Randy Jay: Ft. Smith, AR
Rev. Susan Miller: Hot Springs, AR
Rev. Ryan Pfeiffer: Fayetteville, AR

Rev. Sherry Horton: Tupelo, MS
Rev. Russell Myers: Jackson, MS
Rev. Patricia Parker: Itta Bena, MS
Rev. Ann Pickett-Parker: Moss Point, MS
Rev. Alison Robuck: N. Little Rock, AR

Rev. Graham Riggs: Shreveport, LA

Rev. Miles Cook: Sherwood, AR

In Christ's service,
Miles Cook, Regional Elders Coordinator, milescook@outlook.com.

Support Your Regional Annual Fund Drive
donations can be sent to:
Great River Region
9302 Geyer Springs Rd
Little Rock, AR 72209

NOTE: Great River Region Churches, be sure to email your News, Conventions,
Church Anniversary, or Special Events to: tina@grrdisciples.org. Thank you.
NOTE: All Churches in the GRR please send your Congregational Profiles to the
Regional Office, 9302 Geyer Springs Rd, Little Rock, AR 72209 or
tina@grrdisciples.org

