
 

Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today. If this is your first 

time with us, know that: 
Children’s Sunday School begins after the Call to Worship & Nursery Services are available; 
An asterisk (*) located before an event means that we invite you to rise in body or in spirit; 
During the Prayers of the People, if you wish to share, but not to speak, you may write your 

spiritual need on a note and place it in the plate during the Offering; 
You are welcome to join us for refreshments in the lounge after the service; 
We hope to see you again! 

October 18, 2015 10:00 am 

First United Methodist Church of Trenton 

A family of God, through the love of Jesus Christ:  

Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Embracing Everyone! 

 

 

“If you forgive others their sins, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you don’t for-
give others, neither will your Father forgive your sins.” - Matthew 6:14-15 

“Questions: What is Forgiveness/Revenge?” 



Words of Centering 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  We come before God as equal in God’s sight.  
  God knows us thoroughly and loves us completely. 
  None of us is perfect and without blemish. 
  Yet God has called us God’s children and asked us to be compassionate and   
  responsible in our caring and witness.  
  We are called to joyful obedience in God’s realm. 
   Thanks be to God who trusts us and pours God’s abundant love on us. Amen. 
                           

“Wonderful Words of Life” 
 

 
O God, whose love like rolling ocean waves is never ceasing, yet ever refreshing, wash us in 
the clear, calm waters of your mercy and grace so that we may be made new, clean, bathed 
in the tides of your forgiveness. Through Christ in whom we are refreshed. Amen.  
 
                                                                          
          
      Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome  
 
* Chimes 
 
*Call to Worship: 
One: 
People: 
One: 
People: 
 
One:  
People:  
  
*Opening Song 
 
Opening Prayer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tanakh Lesson:                            
  

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn 600 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pew Bible 464 
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Gathering in God’s Presence 

Proclamation of the Word 

 

“When we see someone’s goodness, we help them repent.” - Louis Newman 



Hebrews 10:11-25 
 

“Give Me the Faith Which Can Remove” 
 
 
 What Joys or Concerns do you have to share this week? 
 What celebrations of the life of God have you experienced? 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy  
name./Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven./Give us this day our 

daily bread./And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us./And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil./For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Matthew 5:38-42, 6:14-15 
 

“Questions: What is Forgiveness / Revenge?”   
 
 
 

             “Dona Nobis Pacem” 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God, all creatures here below / Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! / Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! / Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
 

“Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine” 
  

 
[After the benediction but before we return to the world as Disciples of Jesus Christ, 

Let us form a large circle around the perimeter of the sanctuary for our closing response] 
 

New Testament Lesson: 
  
*Song of Response 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Lesson 
 
Sermon 
 
Presentation of our Tithes and Offerings 
 Offering Prayer 
 Offertory Music 
 Offertory 
 *Doxology 
 
 
 
 
Communion 
 
*Closing Song:    
 
*Benediction 
 
 

Pew Bible 1049 
 

Hymn 650 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pew Bible 839 
 

Rev. Benjamin Bower 
 
 
 

Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir 
 

Hymn 606 
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“Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God our Creator, children all are we. 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
 
 

  Let us greet one another in the Joy, Love, and Peace of Christ. 
  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 
*Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Passing the Peace 
One: 
People: 
 
Postlude 

 
 

Hymn 431 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-4- 

Greeters: Ira & Melda Neubauer 

Sunday School Educator: Terri Nowaczewski  

Liturgist: Suzy Brown 

Liturgical Resources:   

Call to Worship by Nancy C. Townley  
Opening Prayer by Mark Parsons 
  

Going Forth As God’s People 



Upcoming Events Altar Flowers 
The altar flowers given by Faith Cookson in 

loving memory of husband, Kenneth Cookson. 

 

 

Soup Luncheon 
Join us today after worship  

for a meal together!  

Soup will be served in the Lounge. 

 

 

All Saints Sunday 
Sunday October 25 

In worship we will be remembering the Saints 
of our church, particularly those who have 

died in the last year. This is a service of healing 
and hope. Servant leaders are needed to read 

the names of those who have died. 

If you’d like to serve, please contact our 
church office, or indicate so on your atten-

dance sheet. 

 

Mitten Tree 

for the Salvation Army 

Our annual collection of hats, gloves, mit-

tens and scarves for the Salvation Army be-

gins October 5 and continues through Octo-

ber 28.  Your contributions are always ap-

preciated and the need remains so great. 

Announcements 
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October: 

 10/18: 11:30 a.m. Soup Luncheon 

 10/19: 7 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 10/20: 1 p.m. Bible Study 

 10/21: 1 p.m. Book Club 

 10/22: 7 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

                8 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 

 10/25: 10 a.m. All Saints Day Service 

 10/26: 8 a.m. Breakfast Club 

                7 p.m. Church Design Meeting 

 10/27: 1 p.m. Bible Study 

 10/28: 6:30 p.m. Conversations on R&R 

 10/29: 7 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

              8 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 

 

November: 

 11/03: 1 p.m. Bible Study 

 11/05: 7 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

  8 P.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 

 11/09: 8 a.m. Breakfast Club 

 11/10: 1 p.m. Bible Study 

 11/11: 7 p.m. Taize Service 

 11/12: 7 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 

 11/16: 7 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 11/17: 1 p.m. Bible Study 

 11/18: 1 p.m. Book Club 

  11/19: 7 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

  8 P.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 

  11/23: 8 a.m. Breakfast Club 

            



Do I believe that God causes suffering? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does it mean for Jesus to be “God With Us?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does God suffer with us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper Into The Question 



Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Hebrews 10:11-25; Matthew 5:38-42, 6:14-15 

Does God work to alleviate suffering? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does it mean to go boldly before God asking for mercy and grace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What actions are being suggested as my response? 



In Our Thoughts and Prayers... 

Those who are hospitalized:  

 
Those who are home:  
 Emily Cooke - Mom of Sally Okerstrom 

 Marty Cooper 
 Gail Davis 
 %ÌÌÁȭÓ &ÁÍÉÌÙ - Cousins of Betty Miller 

 Mandy Gonzalez - Grandniece of Nola 
Ward 

 Judy Lassig Graham - Daughter of Ray & 
Marge Lassig 

 Mardell Hull 

 Bill Bisson - Brother-in-law of Jamie 
Hunter 

 Mardie Kugler - Friend of Shirley Moore 

 Morris Praterɀ Father of Tom Prater 
 Kathy Ray - Sister-in-law of Norman & 

Nina Barnsdale 

 Don Rehner 
 Co-worker of Tom Roberts 
 Mother of Lee Wynn 

 Joe Wilson 

 Grandmother of Tom Roberts 
 Mary Magusinɀ Friend of Charlie Myer 

 Granddaughter of Betty Miller 
 Family of Josh Nichols 
 Joann - Friend of Judy Howell 

 Kerry Campus 
 Bonnie Stout - Friend of Dorothy Gordon 

 Tuffy Rose - Grandfather of Mallory 
Bower 

 Lee Wynn 
 Ruth - Sister of Brace Pentoney 

 Dolores Johnson - Friend of Cheryl Pettitt 

 Wayne Jenkins 
 Audrey Augustine - 0ÁÔ -ÅÎÁÔÁÃȭÓ 3ÉÓÔÅÒ 
 3ÏÎȭÓ &ÒÉÅÎÄ of Phil Goodwin 

 Stephanie Willoby - Aunt of Mallory 
Bower 

 John Haack 

 Terri Nowaczewski 
 Ernie Lobato - Friend of Ruth Ann 

Brewer 

 Norman Barnsdale 
 Chad Pullen - Friend of Kathy Myers 

 Pauline Reed 
 
Those serving our country:  

 1LT Theresa Burt (Navy, S. Carolina) 
 Bradley Cookson (Army) - grandson of 

Faith Cookson 

 MAJ Nathaniel Davis (Army, Texas) 
 CPT Charles Dvorak (Army) - brother of 

Emily Neubauer 

 PVT Vincent West (Army, Afghanistan) - 
cousin of Tracy Leake 

 Jesse L. Warren (Marines) - grandson of 
3ÁÌÌÙ /ËÅÒÓÔÒÏÍȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÓÏÎ 

 CPO Dillon Dossey (Navy) - nephew of 
Ruth Ann Brewer 

 
 

 

* Please note: Names added to this list will be 
removed every 4 weeks. Please contact the 
church office if you would like a name to re-
main longer than the 4 week time period.  

If you know of anyone who should be listed here, please call the church office. -6- 



Announcements Continued 

 

 

 

 

If I have your email address on file, you should have received an invitation to join RightNow 
Media. This is an exciting opportunity for our church. An opportunity for us to have access to a 
tremendous library of Christian resources that we can use at home as well as here at the 
church for bible study, small groups, and leadership teams. I hope you’ll join in and take ad-
vantage of all this service has to offer us.  

If you log in now you can go to the home screen and see some videos that I’ve recommended 
to help jump start conversations and energy about where God is calling you, your family, and 
our church to move next.  

If you haven’t received an invitation, I don’t have your email address. Please include that  

information on the Friendship pads or by emailing me directly at PastorBenBower@gmail.com 
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Coffee Hour Leader Needed! 
Betty Lozo will be stepping down as the    
organizer for Coffee Hour.  We will need 
someone who is willing to put together the 
schedule for Coffee Hour in the future and 
help recruit new coffee hour participants!  

Starting November 1. 

Avg. Weekly Attendance October:  46 

As of: 10/04 10/11 10/18 10/25  

Giving Received $4222 $1733    

Budgeted Expenses $2691 $2691 $2691 $2691  

Difference 1531 -958    

Adult Sunday School 
Join us for “Questions,” digging deeper into 
the scriptures that may help us find the an-
swers. Each Sunday we’ll examine the texts 
used in the service to continue the conver-
sation. 



OUR SERMON SERIES: 

Questions 
Starting Oct 11 come back for our series 
based around the questions folks in our con-
gregation have asked about faith, God, 
death, and more! This is a series centered 
around what you want to know, so invite 
friends and family to be present, and we can 
begin a conversation about: 

Oct 11: Does God Cause Suffering? 

Oct 18: Forgiveness & Revenge? 

Oct 25: The Book of Revelation? 

Nov 1: The Origins of God? 

Nov 8: What is the Trinity? 

Nov 15: Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be 
Done? 

Nov 22: What is Heaven? 

 

Also check out our Facebook page for more 
ways to go “beyond” the sermon, and at-
tend Adult Sunday School following worship 
to dig deeper into the meaning of the scrip-
tures each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements Continued 

October Book Club! 
Dr. David Wolf will be joining us for our  

October book club. If you’d like to get your 
copy of the book, The Gift is You  

Signed, you can! 

October 21st at 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

Support Our Sister Churches 

Roast Beef Dinners 
October 21, 2015 
Serving 4-7 p.m. 

Every third Wednesday of the month 
First United Methodist Church 

28400 Evergreen, Flat Rock 
734-782-2565 

 

$8.00 Dine In; $4.50 Children 10 and Un-
der 

$8.50-Carry out  
Next Roast Beef Dinners 

November 18, 2015 
December 12, 2015 

 

 

Chicken Supper 
All are invited 

Wednesday, November 11, 2015 

5:00 p.m. until sold out 

Carry outs start at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Willow United Methodist Church 
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Hand Bell Ringers 
We’re looking to restart our Bell Choir with 
the hopes of having a piece to play for Christ-
mas Eve!  
You do not have to be able to read music to be 
a part of this group. You just have to be willing 
to try! Our Organist, Jeff Burke, will be direct-
ing the choir and once we know how many 
people would like to be involved and what 
times we can coordinate practices we’ll get 
going. 
If you are interested in being a part of the 
Bell Choir, please speak to Jeff Burke or let 
our church office know. 

 

 

MLK Celebration Team 
We are hosting our District’s MLK Celebra-
tion on January 10th, 2016. To prepare for 
this event we need a team of people who 

are interested in making our church as wel-
coming as possible. Contact Pastor Ben for 

more information or to join. 

 

 

Paper Products 

Are needed at the Trenton Food Pantry.  

Bring them to the collection spot in the 
lounge. Those in need say ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ 

 

 

Announcements Continued 

36925 Willow Rd, New Boston, MI  

$10 per person 

$5.00 Children 12 and Under 

Menu: 

Fried Chicken, mashed potatoes,  

Biscuits & gravy,  

Green beans, cole slaw 

Dessert, coffee, hot tea, milk 

 

 

Downriver Community 

Prayer Breakfast 
 

Friday, December 4, 2015 

$20.00 per person 

                    Buffet Breakfast   7:00am 

                    Program Begins    7:30am 

                    Adjourn                  9:30am 

 

Crystal Gardens 

16703 Fort St 

Southgate, MI 48195 

 

Speaker: Carol Kent  

A gifted public speaker 

and prolific author 

 

If you would like to attend, there is a sign-up 
sheet located in the lounge.  
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First United Methodist Church 

2610 W. Jefferson Ave, Trenton MI 48183 
734-676-2066 

Website: 
www.FirstUnitedMethodistofTrenton.com 
E-mail:  
TrentonFUMC@gmail.com 

Bishop: Rev. Deborah Kiesey 

District Superintendent:  

Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue Jr. 

Ministers: All The People 

Pastor: Rev. Benjamin Bower 

Church Admin: Ketty Ludtke 

Organist: Jeff Burke 

Custodian: Karen Roberts 

Pastor Ben’s Contact Information: 
Home:  

(734) 676-0041 

Cell:  

(248) 819-1837 

E-mail:  

PastorBenBower@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Blog:  

MissionalChristian.BlogSpot.com 

This Week at First Church (10/18-10/25) 

 

Sunday:  

 

 

 

Monday:  

 

Tuesday:  

 

Wednesday: 

 

Thursday:  

 

 

Friday: 

Sunday: 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday: October 25, 2015 
Sermon:  "Questions: What is Revelation?" 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9; Revelation 21:1-6a; 
22:1-5; John 11:32-44 

 10 a.m. Worship 

 11 a.m. Refreshments in the Lounge  

 11:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

 11:30 a.m. Soup Luncheon 

 Office Open (9 am - 3 pm) 

 7 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 Office Open (9 am - 3 pm) 

 1 p.m. Bible Study 

 Office Open (9 am - 3 pm) 

 7 p.m. Idea Team Meeting 

 Office Open (9 am - 3 pm) 

 7 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

 8 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 

 Office Closed 

 10 a.m. Worship 

 11 a.m. Refreshments in the Lounge 

 11:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

   

 

Using the QR Code below or @FUMCTrenton 

You have been called to serve the Lord with gladness. Go from this place knowing that God’s 
blessings have been poured on you so that you may be a blessing to others. Be at peace and 

bring the good news of God’s love and peace to all whom you meet. Amen.  


