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The most famous work by Czeslaw Milosz, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1980, The Captive Mind
remains, according to a leading European historian, the “seminal essay” of the Cold War. It has been in print for
more than sixty years. Growing directly out of Milosz’s vaunted “density of lived experience,” the index reflects its
analysis—Milosz’s “huge canvas” serves us today as a general reader’s description of the Soviet phenomenon
and a singularly useful window into the crucial period in Europe in the aftermath of World War Two.

The Captive Mind is an interconnected and complex literary expression, divided into nine essay chapters, arising
out of Milosz’s experiences in Lithuania and Poland before, during and immediately following the War; the book’s
intertwining of “faultlessly perceptive” portraits, eyewitness accounts, autobiography, history, and political and
philosophical commentary generates a magnetic attraction which remains for us today, in the opinion of many
qualified observers, as powerful as that of his poetry. The narrative retains its vigor, freshness and cumulative
power.

The index is mindful of the needs of the younger reader of today who may be “mystified,” at the state of mind
discussed in the book. Topic selection takes into account the vaunted “specificity” which Milosz injects into
discussion topics ranging from literary commentary and comparative theology to straight history and shrewd
political observation and analysis. The main entry “religious wars, Europe...” collects discussions occurring
throughout the text which are of value to the reader or researcher.
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adherence to, xiii
anaesthetic in people's democracies, 247
appeal as earthy, strong, healthy, 12, 41
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subjective impotence of artist and, 15
weapons, superiority of, 14
See also Marxist criticism, artists’ congresses
dialectics, 19
argumentatative power of, 12
claws of, 12
cunning of, 19
diamat, 163. See Diamat

Diamat, x
defined, x—xi. See the Method; New Faith
dictatorship of the proletariat, 32
Communist criminal code and, 32
Divine Comedy, The (Dante), 81
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captor, Polish writers, post-WW2, 161-63
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Insatiability (Witkiewicz novel), 3—6
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atomized self, 10
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Jasienski, Bruno, 152
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defined, 63
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as tool of New Faith, 80
varieties of, unlimited, 60
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Laurel, Stan, 203, 205
“leftism,” 22
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Lenin and Stalin, writings of, 190
Leninism-Stalinism, doctrine of, x—xi
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as interpreted by Lenin and Stalin
L’Humanite, 152
Liberation Committee, 159—160
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Molotov-Ribbentrop pact and, 150
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political stagnation of, 147
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London Government-in-Exile, 100, 155, 159
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London Polish army and, 185
Lublin, 159
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stigmatizing by Soviets, 214
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Madame Bovary (Flaubert), 243—-44
Homais operation equated with Stalin’s Russia, 244
Marx, Karl, 19, 74, 220
compassion of, 74
connection, New Faith, superficiality of, 62, 74
dialectical materialism, creator of, 3
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Masaryk, Jan, ix
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masses, American, 33
masses, people’s democracies, 32
longing to belong, “alienated” intellectuals, 32
[massacre, Katyn forest], 156—157
mastery over the mind, 197
Mendelian genetics, assault on by Center, 4
Party dialecticians exercising, 197
schools, film, theaters, painting, literature, 197
See also rule over masses, communist philosophers’,
people's democracies, instruments of
Method, the, 52
conformity demanded by, 49
critique of, 51
defined, xi, 52
deftness of, 52
humanities, natural science linked by, 201
as illusion of full knowledge, 201
Hegel dialectic, superficial resemblance, 219
magnetic influence of, xi
Marx and Engels not foreseeing, 219
“New Faith," tool for promulgating, xi
"scientific” origins, 200
sphere of, 41
Stalin as crowning point of evolution, 201
strength of, 52
Party’s power, secret of, 219-220
See also dialectical materialism as interpreted by
Lenin and Stalin; Leninism-Stalinism
Milosz, Czeslaw (“CM”)
attache, Warsaw government, ix
Baltic states, affection for, 223, 227
Catholic education, vii
crimes, concern, 250
in name of “new man,” 250
defection, 250
reasons, 248
cultural attaché, United States, 168
exile, Poland, viii, 250
abyss as artist and, viii
decision to break with Eastern bloc and, xi
freedom of thought, failure to maintain, viii
Gamma and, 186
personal rivalry with, 166
friendship, 82
homelessness, 250
imagined future, Red Poland, 248
Marxist critic and professor, 248
peer, Communist philosophers, 248
work as writer, 250
control by dialectic, 250
introduced into Poland, ix
left-wing ideas, post-WW2, viii
Murti-Bing pill, inability to assimilate, ix
naked fear, refusal to accept, 239, 250
obedience, refusal to accept, 225
“socialist realism,” x
Stalinists, open letter against, 166
Vilna University youth group, 144

Milosz, Czeslaw (“CM”) (continued)

radical left tendencies, pre-Nazi period, 144

Warsaw ghetto, eyewitness, 184—-185

Warsaw government, break with, ix

See also orthodoxy; freedom of thought
“misery of philosophy” (Marx), 11
Molotov-Ribbentrop pact, 150, 226, 237

Baltic states, fate decided by, 226

mass arrests following, 237

Polish officers, internment following, 156

killing by Soviets during WW2, 156

Red Army occupation, Poland, following, 237
Montaigne, Michel de, 81
Moscow, xiii

infinite strangeness, adherents of, xiii

See also the Center; the Kremlin
Murti-Bing cure (Witkiewicz), 22-23

“crisis,” swallowing Pill in entirety, 16—20, 23

intellectuals, temptation to, 6

language of ideas, single, 8-9

Method, the, equated with, 6

New Faith, equated with, 6

past, scrapping vestiges of, 8

rightist totalitarian program, compared, 8

scientific foundation of, 8

“socialist realism” conversion compared to, 17-23

spiritual schism, obliteration of, 9

spiritual void, fully addressed by, 7—9

schizophrenia as after-effect, 21-23

See also Witkiewicz, Stanislaw l.; Insatiability
Murti-Bingists

apathy of, 23-24

collective aura of strength and unhappiness, 24

defined, 23

defining, difficulty of, 24, 28

heroes as schizophrenics, 21
Murti-Bing Pill, 4-7. See Pill of Murti-Bing
naked fear, 239, 250

CM refusal to accept, 250
National Socialism, 88

doctrines of, 88
nationalism

extermination, in people's republics, 241

opposite defined, 241
nationalist zeal (people’s democracies), 138

Russian need to exterminate, 241
nationalist movement (pre-Nazi Poland), 147
Nazi occupation, Poland, World War |1, vii
Nazis, 184

anti-Semitic program into practice, 184
Nazism, 132-133

birth of, 132

collective insanity, 132

longing for purity, discipline, faith, 133

philosophy as parody of Leninism-Stalinism, 132
Neruda, Pablo, 234, 236

CM quarrel with, 251

as great eschatological poet, 237



new civilization of the East, xiii
system invented by Moscow, xiii
bizarre features of, xiii
See also people's democracies
“New Faith,” xi, 74, 75
Catholicism abandoned for, xi
Catholics, converting lapsed to, xi
defined, xi, 6
Gospel brought to laboring masses, xi
by worker-priests, xi
gradual doses of, ix
growth, xi
compared to Christianity, xi
indoctrination , xi
in people’s democracies, xi
intellectuals’ conversion to, xi, 10—-11
magic influence of, xi
puritanical ideal of, 75
religious wars, Europe, continuum with, 6
rule, communist state philosophers and, 172
instruments of, 172
Russian creation, 74
self-immolation, appeal in, 6
“socialist realism” and, xi
vanquished Polish code, superseding, 105
writers and, xi
declaration for, 107
yielding to, xi
See also Stalinism; religious wars, European,
tradition of; Diamat; dialectical materialism
as interpreted by Lenin and Stalin
"new man," the, 239
Alpha book about the “Soviet man,” 109
arising of, 10
birth of, 240
breeding of, 239
Christ equated with, 208
conditioning of, 76
countries of, 248-49
crimes committed in name of, 250
CM concern with, 250
defined, 75, 240
development of, 75
future and, 240
key point, New Faith program, 75
reality of, 77
vision of, 239
See also Soviet man; “New Faith”
new order (post-war Poland), xi
new Poland, the, 99
new Polish Army, the, 157
guarantor, new Polish government, 157.
See also Union of Patriots; Gamma
1984 (Orwell), 42
NKVD (Soviet People’s Commissariat for Internal
Affairs), 151, 152, 154, 156, 165. See N.K.V.D.
N.K.V.D., 29

(o)
Ode to Stalin (W.B.), 157. See W.B.
orthodoxy in people's democracies, xiv
evolving bit-by-bit, xiv
road leading to, xi
See also Poland, hegemony, surrender of, degree
by degree; Milosz, Czeslaw
Orwell, George, 42. See 1984
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Party dialecticians. See Central Committee
Party [Communist], the (Poland, post-WW?2), 75, 76
as a church, 207
asceticism, 75
benevolent mask, 99
Christianity as prime enemy, 207
"club" ceremonies, 207
religious function of, 207
compassion vs. interests of the Revolution, 77
conformity with wishes of, 110
disinterested writing, effect on, 129—131
its power, 102, 220
secret of, 220
scope of, 102—103
proletrariat as sole representer of, 216-217
propaganda and, 246
Stalin followers automatically among, xii
strategy and tactics, 217
top brackets of, 173
See also the Method; Polish Communists
Peasant Party (Poland), 169
elimination of, 169
peasants, the, 194
as leaderless mass, 194
power in numbers, 194-195
the "people," 143
defined, 143
“intelligentsia” distinguished from, 143-144
people's democracies, Central and Eastern Europe,
viii
Christians in, 210
citizens of, xiv
dialectical materialism in, 213
maintained by Party, 213
fate influenced by abstruse Marx writings, 3
heresy, prevention by the Party, 213
indoctrination, New Faith, in, xi
Leninist-Stalinist doctrines enforced in, 213—-18
long-range planning, 242
naked terror as norm, 250
nationalism, extreme in, 243
paralysis of, 212-213
raising military and economic potential in, 196
as goal of Center, 196
rebuilding economies of, viii
refugees from, 215
rule,edicts from the Center, 18
in Russia, hatred for, 243
“socialist construction” in, 218



petty bourgoisie. 192
defined, 192
philosopher-rulers, Soviet state, 16, 246
defined, 16
intellectual effort of, 246247
meetings of scientists compared, 247
wisdom of, 246
well of dialectics and, 246
Pill of Murti-Bing, 4
New Faith and, 5-6
Stalinist version, 12
transformation of reality and, 12
"socialist realism" and, ix
See also Alpha; conversion to “socialist realism”;
Murti-Bing cure
Pilsudski, General J6zef, 144
Poe, Edgar Allan, 177
“political education,” 218
defined, 218
proletariat, the, 247. See also dialectical materialism
Poland, inhabitants
amnesty, deportees, political prisoners, WW2, 157
anti-Semitism, 138, ix
atrocities against, vii, 126, 149, 156
Center's plan, postwar Poland, 106
turning point, 106
clandestine publications, WW2, viii, ix
change, political, people's democracies, ix—x, Xiv,
4-8,17, 99, 106
gradualism of, x
Communist Party, post-WW2, 13, 99
illegality, pre-WW2, 148. See Polish Communists
concentration camps, 115-122
Dachau, 117, 123
Auschwitz, 117, 118, 123, 132
cultural elite, 99
support needed by Communist government, 99
deaths, hundreds of thousands, Warsaw, WW2, 97
deaths, three million Jews, concentration camps, 90
deportation to East, forced labor camps, 19401941,
151-152, 154, 250
devastation of, 96—99, 101, 111, 113
dialecticians introduced, artists' congresses, 14
disintegration, existing social order, Nazi
occupation, x
Eastern territories incorporated in Soviet Union,
147
economic crisis, acute, pre-WW2, 14
fate influenced by abstruse Marx writings, 3
Germany, defeat by, 150
Gomulka, defeat of, xii
Government-in-Exile (London), 10, 89, 95, 101
Warsaw uprising started by, 101
hegemony, post-WW2, 19
surrender, degree by degree, 19
idolatry, Soviet Union, 188
passing from restrained worship, 188
Moscow-appointed government, 96

Poland, inhabitants (continued)

hegemony, post-WW?2 (continued)

replacing "underground state," 96

replacing Underground, 96
Hitler, defeat of, viii
Home Army, 159

arrest, members of,

defined, 159.

See also London Government—in—Exile
independence, Versailles treaty, resulting from, 147
indoctrination, New Faith, xi
interned, officers, Molotov-Ribbentrop pact,

156, 250

murder by NKVD, 156-157
Ketman, forms of introduced, 72

Metaphysical Ketman prevalent in, 72
law as Party tool, 31
loyalty, ethical code of, 98
man-hunt for Auschwitz, 90
Marxist criticism introduced, 14-15
[massacre, Katyn forest], 156
mass deportations, Baltics, 151, 152
mental operations, carried out by Russians, 48

recklessness of, 48
Metaphysical Ketman abundant, Red Poland, 72
Method, the, influence of, xi
minority problems, severity of, 147
Molotov-Ribbentrop pact, 89, 99, 150, 156, 237

mass arrests, 89

mass deportations, 151-52
Moscow-appointed government, 96

replacing "underground state," 96

replacing Underground, 96
Murti-Bingism introduced, 22—-23
See socialist realism
nationalism, pre-WW2, 144
nationalist movement, 147

expansion of, pre-WW2, 147
Nazi occupation, 89-93, vii, x
nerve centers mastered, bit by bit, by Moscow, x
New Faith, xi
the new Poland, risen from ashes, WW2, 99
paralysis, pre-WW2, 146

nationalist movement, expansion of, 146—147
Peasant Party, 100
Pilsudski, mild dictatorship of, 144
Polish army formed in Soviet Union, 157

mainstay, pro-Soviet Polish government, 157
Polish Communists, 99—100

illegality, pre-WW2, 149
political moves, post-WW2, determined by Center,

16-18
political parties, post-WW2, 100
politics, pre-war, 145, viii
printing shops, publishing firms, 150

seizure, Polish Communist government, 150
reform, need for, post-WW2, x

pre-war social conditions, x



Poland, inhabitants (continued)
reform, need for, post-WW2 (continued)
order, disintegration, Nazi rule, x
economic crisis, acute, 144
road to servitude, xiv
defined, x , xiv
stages of, x—xi, xiv
obedience, demand for, xii
See servitude (postwar Poland)
Russia and the Party, victory, reasons for, 107
Russia, province of, 147
Eastern territories incorporated into Soviet
Union, 147
Second World War, outbreak of, vii, 100
years preceding, 149
slave laborers, transformed into, 152, 155
social democracy, pre-WW2, 146
“socialist realism” introduced, xi, 13
transition from critical realism, 17
See also government, Poland, post-WW2;
The Stony World (Beta), 127; Warsaw, ruins of
transformation, post-WW2, 107
Underground Army, 159. See also Warsaw uprising
"underground state," 88, 89, 92-93, 96, 101
victory, Russia and the Party, reasons for, 107
Vilna, Lithuania, possession of, 135—136, 145
Warsaw, vii
most agonizing spot, WW-2, vii
ruins of, 109
Warsaw government, post-WW2, ix
See the new Polish government
Warsaw Uprising, 9498
eyewitness, CM and Alpha, 94
instigation of, 95
significance of, 94-98
Witkiewiecz vision fufilled, post-WW2, 5
writers, people’s democracies. Ix
as privileged caste, ix
CM as freelance, x
“socialist realism,” xi
introduction of, xi
final choice, crisis of, CM, xi
See also Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta; word, the
power of
Poland (post-WW2)
Russia, restrained worship for, 188
passing into idolatry, 188
Socialist Party, absorption of, 169
transformation into nation of workers,
peasants, 166
Polish army formed in Soviet Union, 157-58
co-liberator, Poland, from Germans, 158
Gamma officer and first organizer of, 157
mainstay, pro-Soviet government, 157
NKVD, supervision by, 157
Polish artist (new order), xi
evolving into total orthodoxy, xi
yielding, little by little, xi
magic influence of New Faith on, xi. See also Alpha
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Polish Communists, 99-100, 147—-148
war years in Russia, 99-100
nationalist tendencies, suspicion of, 152
Polish nationalism (pre-Nazi period), 144
“political education,” 218
defined, 218. See “re-educational task,” the
proletariat, the, 247. See also dialectical materialism
political parties, Poland, through post-WW2, 100
proletariat, 209. See the "people"
cadre of new intelligentsia recruited from ranks, 196
defined, 143, 209
interests defined by writings, Lenin, Stalin, 209
only class capable of organized action, 197

R
Rajk, Laszlo, x
“re-educational task,” Soviet, vii, 36, 163, 245
defined, 36
Gamma application of, 163
gradualistic, imperceptible tempo of, 163
hatred of by Latvians, Poles, Czechs, 245
process of, 163
reactionary as social type, 202—-203
as blocker, path of "historical processes," 209
change, inability to grasp, 203
dialectical materialism, inability to grasp
essence, 203
main focus, Stalinist dialecticians, 202
political imagination, limitation of, 202
seeing world as series of unrelated
parallel occurrences, 203
serving the enemy of the proletariat, 247
tendencies inherent in former petty bourgeoisie,
205
Reality (Gamma novel), 170
Red Army, 5, 92, 100
Red Poland, 162
beginning of, 162
reform, need for, post-WW2, x
pre-war social conditions, x
order, disintegration, Nazi rule, x
economic crisis, acute, 144
religion, question of, 205-212, 214, 238
centrality of conflict between, 211
Christianity and the Revolution, 211
religion, question of (continued)
“club" ceremonies and, 207
Pavlov and, 207
religion replaced by philosophy, 7
See Insatiability
Revolution, Poland, post-WW2, 125, 235
carrying out of, 167
gradualism of, 167
revolutionary dynamics, lack of, 167
Center’s decisions and, 167
victory, Russia and the Party and, 107
Revolution, Russia, 1917, 64, 67, 211, 235
conflict, Christianity and, 211
revolutionary poetry, 237



rule over masses, communist philosophers, servitude, writers (post-WW2 Poland), x—xi

instruments of, xiv cumpulsion toward, xiv
Catholicism blended with Communism, 105, 106 final choice, point of, xi
censorship, 108, 164 gradualism of, xi.
clerics who are Party tools, 208-212 New Faith, spread of, xi
“clubs," 105-6 orthodoxy compelled from without, xiv
congresses, artists’ 13—-14, 106 road to, xi
dialecticians, Polish Communist party, 105 socialist realism" introduced, xi, 106
dialecticians, Russian style, 199 stages leading to, x—xi, xiv
film, 196 See also writers, Poland, post-WW2; Milosz,
heresy, 22, 212-213. See Lukacs, Gyorgy Czeslaw; power of; Gamma
History, immutable laws of, 209 Shakespeare, William, xii
intellectual terror, principle of, 212 socialism, 235
Ketman practiced by Stalinists, 217 communism, headed toward stage of, 235
Lenin and Stalin writings, worship of, 208—209 socialist culture, patterns of
literature, 173, 201, 216 established by Russian nation, 241
printing presses, 161, 202 Socialist Party (Poland, post WW2)
task of, 163 absorption of, 169
naked terror, 152—153, 250 “socialist realism,” x
New Faith,105 adherence, requirements of, xi, 216
conversion point, 99, 105, 108, 208 class struggle in literature, 216
"new man," theory of, 105, 208 CM break, Eastern bloc, caused by, xii
Politburo police, 217 concerns of, xii
political police, 142 forbidding writer's essential task, xii
press, 161 conformism in literature, inevitability of, 217
Gamma and, 161-162 defined, xi—xii, 189
organization in, 161 first discussion in Poland, x, 13
rule over men’s minds, key, 161 artists’ congresses, Xii
strict orthodoxy in, 172 Leninist-Stalinist doctrine and, xi—xii
printing shops, 161, 163, 201-202 literature of, 216-217
government seizure, 161 Lukacs, Gyorgy, dislike of, 214
publishing firms, 163 Pill of Murti-Bing equated with, 17
religious potency, New Faith, 198. See also "clubs" swallowing in entirety, xii, 16—17
satiric view of underground intelligentsia, 105 prescriptions of, 42
schools, 200—205 sterility of Polish prose, 169
"socialist realism," literature of, 216—-17 transition from critical realism, 17
split loyalties, end of, 105 Solomon's Ball (Delta), 180
the Method, x Sorel, Georges, 145
theater, 216 Soviet Empire style in art, 38
Union of Patriots, 154, 156, 157 severance from everyday life, 38
word, power of, the, 161 Soviet man. the. See new man, the
as cornerstone of system, 161 See also Alpha
writers, best, useful to philosophers, 105-106, 163 Soviet Union, the, 247
See also philosopher-rulers; writers, Poland, post- inevitable triumph of, 247
ww2 Stalin, Joseph 63-64, 201, 225, 230n, 231, 241
Russia. See Soviet Union CM prewar friends disciples of, viii
as crowning point, human evolution, 201
S laws of History, as fulfiller, 208
schools, people's democracies Ketman of Revolutionary Purity and, 63
Catholic education compared with, 201 See also He; Him; the Generalissimo
dialectical materialism in, 200 Stalinism (pre-Nazi Lithuania), 147
as vulgarized science, 200 Stalinist(s), 148, 228, 233
instrument, rule over minds of masses, 205 Stalinist of the East, 234-36
learning reflected by press, literature,201 fruits of tomorrow, belief in, 236
rule of Stalinist philosophers, sustainer of, 202 Stalinist strategy and tactics, 162—63
selecting, marginilizing incapable Hegelians, 202 subjective impotence, 15
vulgarization effective means, spreading defined, 14-15

reach of doctrine, 202
Second World War, vii, 15, 149, 214
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T
terror, 235
prolongation of over decades, 235
uses by Center, 239
varieties, 239
the "club"
collective aura, 105, 198
collective magic, 105, 198
present, every school, factory, office, 198
ritual phrases, songs, 198
the "people," 143
defined, 143
“intelligentsia” distinguished from, 143-144
See the proletariat
"underground state" (Nazi occupation), 104
The Beggar's Opera (Gay), 165
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (Gibbon),
198
The Stony World (Beta), 127-28
metaphor, Central Europe after Hitler, 128
turning point, Beta writing, 127
journalism replacing disinterested writing, 127
tsars, the, 135
territorial expansion policy carried out by Russia,
135

u
Underground Army (Nazi occupation), 101
underground intelligentsia (Nazi occupation), 104
“underground state” (Nazi occupation,) 88
Union of Patriots, 154, 157
defined, 157
founders, 154
in Russia, 154
Gamma among, 157
“History” embraced by members, prewar, 154-55
members of, 156
nucleus, new Warsaw government, 154-55
tasks facing, 160

\"
Vilna University youth group, 145
Marx and Lenin discussed in, 145
Russia figuring in conversations
more frequently, 146
Sorel theories discussed, 145
Stalinism, conversion by leading members, 148
Vilna, Lithuania, 135-38
family traditions obsolete in, 141, 143
history, provincial character, 136—-38
insularity of, 147
joyous beauty of, 145
picturesqueness of, 169
political spectrum of, 143

w

W.B. (famous Polish revolutionary poet)
Ode to Stalin, 157

Warsaw, vii

12

destruction of, 160
center of opposition to Russians and Germans, 160
suffering of inhabitants, 160
indifference, Communist intellectuals, 159-160
Warsaw government, 162. See the new Polish
government
Warsaw uprising, 94-98
self-sacrifice in, 98
Red Army indifference to, 96
We Were in Auschwitz (Beta), 115
West, the, 45
Western "decadence" condemned by
patriotic Russians, 46—47
Western Christianity, 42—-43
Western Communist, the, 236
enthusiasm for Russia, 236
indignation against present injustices, 236
literature of, 138
vision of golden age, need for, 234, 236
Witkiewicz, Stanislaw Ignacy, 3-9
suicide, 5
fate of, 6
ambivalence toward new regime, 195
antagonism toward new system, 195
See also Insatiability
word, power of, the, 161, 234
cornerstone, rule over men’s minds, 161
writers, Poland, post-WW?2
capture, minds of, 129, 171
artists’ congresses as setting for, 12-14
doses of doctrine, gradual increases, 99
compliant under terror, 165
conversion pact, New Faith, 108, 168
journalism replacing disinterested writing, 127,
128
literature, propaganda, closing line between, 100
New Faith, conversion to, 106
Party line, harmony with, 172
politics injected, 129-130
reductive, simplifying tendencies, 130-32
“socialist realism,” xi
conversion to, 17-22, 106
ideas superseding people, keynote of, 110
introduced, xi—xii, 106
proclaimation of, 106
Stalinist strategy and tactics used for,
162-163
strict orthodoxy required, 172
under political overseer, 172
usefulness to new Communist government, 169
philosopher-rulers, 105
See also Gamma; conversion to “socialist realism”

Y
Yalta, 100



